P

Py

!
Approved For Release 2010/10/26 : CIA-RDP87B00342R001002120002-0

THE WHITE BOUSE

Office of the Press Secretary

For Inmedlate Release “Deceaber 18, 1983
RADIO ADDRESS

OF THE PRESIDENT
TO TEE NMATION

The Oval Office

12:06 P.N. EST

THE PRESIDENT: My fellow Americans, I have two subjects ,
to speak about today. First, tazes. I think you know how stzoagly 1 m
want to improve our unfair and complicated tax « M probles i
that's grown 50 monstrous ove: the years isn't easy to correct. But
we're on the edge of a breakthrough that can bring pecsonal income
tax cates down to the lowest level in over $0 years.

sideration of

This past week the Nouse began final
amentary iaspasse,

crucial reform legislation. But because of a parl !
the House was unable to vote. Unless it's overtur . the result can h
only be a defeat for all Americams who know taxzes are too high and ,
the systes is hopelessly untair. ; t

Today 1'd like to make a personal request of the House of
Representatives. You have the opportunity to provide the relief
millions of Americans demand. If together Republicans and Democrats
would agree to a forsat for considering this vote,! I believe there
will be sufficient bipartisan support for tax ttfotl to pass. This
is one time politics must be put aside on both sides of the aisle.
There are ways to perait this much needed reforn tg go forward.

There are ample excuses for not going forward -- there will be no
justification if it does not.

Now, I must address recent disturbing svents in a coyntry
close to our borders -- the communist dictatorship in Wicaragua.
Nicaragua today is an imprisoned nation; it is a nation condemned to
unrelenting cruelty by a clique of very ctuel men: by a dictator in
designer glasses and his coarades, drunk with power and all its
brutal applications. They stripped the Nicaraguan people of their
rights by a state decree last October 15th. Yet that deccee only
nade official, and by their reckoning permissible, the theft of
liberty that took place years a9go.

No institution more deeply embodies or glorifies or seeks
to perfect the moral and spizitual goocdness of man than the Chucch in
all of its denominations. Yet, in Nicaragua, the hurch is the
enemy. Protestant ministers and lay people have en arrested,
interrogated, and tormented at secret police headquarters -- some
forced to stand naked in very cold rooms for long periods. A tiay
population of Jews was bullied and dcriven out. ‘

Cardinal Obando y Bravo, a great hero of truth and
courage, i3 prevented from speaking treely to his flock. The State
Police have expelled foreign priests and drafted :c-iuatian- who arce
victual prisoners in the sandinistas' armed forces.

Radio Catolica censored, sometimes shut down entirely. The same
dictators who insulted Pope John Paul II, also stopped Radio Catolica
from broadcasting a letter from the Pope and thlséﬂoatitudcx

And the Catholic Church's newspaper :3: been seized and
i

*plessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for
theizs is the kingdom of Heaven.® The truth is, these men ace .
nothing but thugs, a gang of hard-core coamunists to whoa the word of
God is a declaration of liberation that must be stamped out.
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Their denial of rights, their trampli of human dignity,
their wrecking of an economy with suffocatiag socialist ogutcols, all
hurt and deeply otfend us. But there's a cavse tor despet comcarn ==
the spectre of Nicaragua transformed into an international aggcessor
nation, a base for subversion and terror.

the Nicaraguan forces down to the smallest combat units. The Cubane
fly the Soviet assault helicopters that gun down Ni araguan freedom
fighters. Over 7,000 Cubans, Soviets, East Germans, Bulgarians,
Libyans, PLO and other bloc and terror groups are turning Managua
into a breeding ground for subversion. A delegation of Nicaraguana
is now in Iran; Nicaragua's border violations against Honduras and
Costa Rica continue; and Nicaragua's connection with the ceceat
terrorist attack against Columbia‘'s Supreme Court ir noM Cleas.

Some 3,000 Cuban military personnel no:Flcad and advise

What are we to do about such aggressions? What are we to
do about Cuba‘'s willful discegard of the 1962 %
undezstanding of which President Kennedy said, *...LE Cuba is ot
used for the export of aggressive communist purposes, there will be
peace in the Caribbean."?

Well, the answer is, more than we're doing now. 1f
Nicaragua can get material support from communist states and
terrorist regimes and prop up a hated communist dic atorship, should
not the forces fighting for liberation, now numbering over 20,000, be
entitled to more effective help in their struggle for freedom?

Yes; and to reinforce this message, I sent my new
National Security Advisor, John Poindexter, this week to visit the
Central American democracies and amake clear our tf tment to a
democratic outcome in Nicaragua.

Those who struggle for freedom look to Anczica. 1f wa
fail thea in their hour of need, we fail ocurselves 38 the last, best
hope of liberty.

Until next week, thanks for listening. God bless you.
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